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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE AMERICAN Society oF AGRICULTURAL 
ENGINEERS WAS HELD AT DaLtas, Texas JuNeE 24-27. . THE HOLDING OF THE 
MEETING AT DALLAS WAS FORTUNATE FROM THE STANDPOINT OF ATTENDANCE 
OF MEMBERS OF OUR STAFF, OWING TO ITS RATHER CENTRAL LOCATION WITH 
RESPECT TO OUR WORK. BotH Mr. McCrory ano MR. MCLAUGHLIN ATTENDED 
THE MEETING. . Papers were ReaD BY F.C. Scosev, C. E. Ramser, AND 
C. A. BENNETT. R. B. Gray, L. A. Jones, Re A. NorTON ano P.C. .McGRew 
WERE ALSO PRESENT. IN ADDITION, THERE WERE PRESENT Re. Ge HEMPHILL, 
WHO SUBSTITUTED ON THE GENERAL PROGRAM FOR MR. MoRSE, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
Texas Boarp oF Water ENGINEERS, AND Le T. JESSUP WHO WAS AT THAT TIME 
IN DALLAS IN CONNECTION WITH HIS TRIP THROUGH THE SOUTHWEST ON HIS 
stuoy oF "Pumpine FoR DRAINAGE." 


PR1OR TO THE DALLAS MEETING THERE WAS HELD AT COLLEGE STATION, - 
TEXAS, A SOIL CONFERENCE) PARTICIPATED IN BY FEDERAL AND STATE OFFICERS 
WHO ARE CONCERNED WITH THIS SUBJECT IN THE SOUTHWESTERN STATES. 
Messrs. JONES, RamSeR ANDO NORTON ATTENDED THIS SOIL CONFERENCE. 


FOLLOWING THE DALLAS MEETING THERE WAS HELD, ON JULY | AND 2, 
NEAR DALLAS, A TERRACING DEMONSTRATION WHICH WAS ALSO ATTENDED BY 
SEVERAL MEMBERS OF OUR STAFF. 


P. A. Ewina cert BerKetey Jury | TO TAKE PART IN A SERIES OF 
CONFERENCES IN WASHINGTON, RELATIVE TO THE IRRIGATION SCHEDULE TO BE 
EMPLOYED IN CONNECTION WITH THE FORTHCOMING DECENNIAL CENSUS. . THESE 
CONFERENCES WERE ALSO PARTICIPATED IN BY Mr. McCrory ano R, D. Marsoen, 
THE LATTER BEING CONCERNED ESPECIALLY WITH THE DRAINAGE SCHEDULE. 

Mr. Ewina RETURNED To BerKeLey JuLy I|5. 


L. A. JoNES ACCOMPANIED BY WR. He. H. Bennett, Bureau of CHEMISTRY 
AND SOILS, SPENT THE WEEK OF JULY 7-13, EXAMINING POSSIBLE SITES FOR 
ESTABLISHING A SOIL EROSION EXPERIMENTAL FARM IN MISSOURI. 


H. C. Mauer oF VIRGINIA, WAS APPOINTED JUNIOR AGRICULTURAL ENGI- 
NEER, EFFECTIVE JUNE 20, Mr. MAUER'S HEADQUARTERS WILL BE AT BELTS™ 
vitte, MARYLAND. IT 18 EXPECTED THAT HIS WORK, FOR THE PRESENT, WILL 
BE LARGELY IN THE NATURE OF SERVICE WORK TO BE RENDERED OTHER BuREAUS 
OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
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Georce R. Bovo, assistep BY He. C. MauveR, WAS ENGAGED FROM 
Juty I-13, IN MAKING SURVEYS OF SEVERAL SMALL BOTTOM LAND AREAS IN 
WEBSTER AND NICHOLAS COUNTIES, WeST VIRGINIA. THE PURPOSE OF THESE 
SURVEYS WAS TO SECURE DATA FOR USE IN PREPARING A REPORT ON THE ENGI™ 
NEERING PHASES OF A RATHER COMPLETE ECONOMIC SURVEY OF THESE TWO 
COUNTIES, FROM THE STANDPOINT OF LAND UTILIZATION. THE ECONOMIC SIDE 
OF THE PROJECT 1S BEING HANDLED BY THE DiIvIS!ION OF LAND ECONOMICS, 
BUREAU oF AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS, AND THE AGRICULTURAL Economics DEPART= 
MENT OF THE West VIRGINIA UNIVERSITYe THIS 1S EXPECTED TO BE A FORE™ 
RUNNER OF A NUMBER OF SIMILAR LAND UTILIZATION SURVEYS IN DIFFERENT 
STATESe 


De Le YARNELL REPORTS THE COMPLETION OF THE STUDY OF THE PROPOSED 
CUT-OFFS 1N THE Des Moines River AT OTTUMWA, |OWAs WHICH STUDY WAS MADE 
BY THE USE OF A WORKING MODEL AS REPORTED IN A PREVIOUS ISSUE OF THE 
NEWS LETTER, 


D. G. MILLER MADE, DURING THE WEEK BEGINNING JULY 8, HIS ANNUAL 
INSPECTION OF CONCRETE SAMPLES IMMERSED IN Mepicine Lake, Sy De He 
WAS ACCOMPANIED BY DR. LORD OF THE BUREAU, AND SEVERAL STATE AND COM™ 
MERCIAL REPRESENTATIVES WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE QUESTION OF THE DURA 
BILITY OF CONCRETE WHEN SUBJECTED TO SO-CALLED ALKALI! SOILS. 


Georce Ae MITCHELL WHO 1S IN CHARGE OF THE SEWAGE IRRIGATION 
EXPERIMENT PROJECT AT VINELAND, N.ds,SAILeED FOR EURope JuLy |6. WHILE 
IN EvRoPe, Mr. MITCHELL EXPECTS TO MAKE A STUDY OF SEWAGE IRRIGATION 
AS PRACTICED THERE. He EXPECTS TO RETURN TO THIS COUNTRY IN OCTOBER. 


Georce M. WARREN Lert WASHINGTON JULY 9, FOR A TRIP TO THE NORTH™ 
EASTERN STATES, FOR THE PURPOSE OF COMPLETING HIS FIELD STUDY OF THE 
ONE-CHAMBER SEPTIC TANK, PREPARATORY TO WRITING A BULLETIN ON THIS 
SUBJECTe PREVIOUSLY, MR. WARREN HAD COVERED THE SOUTHERN AND CENTRAL 
STATES IN THIS CONNECTION. 


We We McLaucHLIN,; Re Le ParsHatt, We Ae HutcHINS, AND 
M. R. LewtsS ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE OF THE WESTERN IRRIGATION AND DRAIN 
AGE ASSOCIATION AT LOGAN, UTaH, June [8-20. THIS ORGANIZATION 1S COM™ 
POSED OF THE IRRIGATION ANDO DRAINAGE ENGINEERS OF EXPERIMENT STATIONS OF 
THE WESTERN STATES, AND OF THE DIVISION OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING OF 
THe U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS TO 
DISCUSS THE METHODS USED IN RESEARCH WORK AND THE RESULTS OBTAINEDe 


Me. Re Lewis, WHO 1S IN CHARGE OF THE COOPERATIVE IRRIGATION AND 
DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS IN THE STATE OF OREGON, REPORTS AS FOLLOWS ON 
THE WORK IN THE BAKER VALLEY. 

"THe BAKER VALLEY, WHICH SHOULD NOT BE CONFUSED WITH THE MUCH 
DISCUSSED BAKER PROJECT OF THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION, COVERS ASOUT 
68,000 acres IN Baker County, OREGON. THE AREA IS ALL IN PRIVATE 
OWNERSH!P AND 1S DEVOTED PRIMARILY TO STOCK RAISING AND DAIRYINGe 
BOTH DRAINAGE AND A BETTER SUPPLY OF IRRIGATION WATER ARE NEEDED TO 
MAKE POSSIBLE MAXIMUM PRODUCTION OF FORAGE OR OTHER CROPS. 
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INVESTIGATIONS IN THE FIELD HAVE INCLUDED THE PREPARATION OF A 
ROUGH TOPOGRAPHIC MAP, A CROP SURVEY, AN ALKALI SURVEY, WATER TABLE 
STUDIES, SURFACE WATER SUPPLY INVESTIGATIONS, A GEOLOGICAL RECONNAIS— 
SANCE MADE BY MR. A. Me Pieper, oF THE UNITED States GeoLocicat SURVEY, 
AND PUMPING TESTS ON SHALLOW WELLS. THE RESULTS OF THIS WORK LEAD TO 
THE CONCLUSION THAT PUMPING FROM WELLS 1S PROBABLY THE BEST METHOD OF 
MEETING BOTH THE DRAINAGE AND THE SUPPLEMENTAL IRRIGATION PROBLEMS. 

IT HAS BEEN VERY INTERESTING TO NOTE THE CHANGE IN THE LOCAL 
ATTITUDE AS TO THE RELATIVE NEED FOR DRAINAGE AND A BETTER IRRIGATION 
SUPPLY. A YEAR AGO THE CONTROL OF ALKAL! WAS STRESSED BY THE COUNTY 
AGENT AND OTHERS AS BEING THE MOST PRESSING PROBLEM IN THE AREA. WHILE 
THE ACTUAL NEED FOR DRAINAGE HAS IN NO WAY DECREASED, THE PRESENT EMPHASIS 
1S ON THE NEED FOR LATE SEASON IRRIGATION WATER. THIS CHANGE OF ATTITUDE 
1S HELPFUL AS THE FARMERS SEEM TO REGARD A WELL WHICH WILL SUPPLY ADDI7 
TIONAL WATER AS A PROFITABLE INVESTMENT WHILE A DRAINAGE WELL APPEARS TO 
BE JUST AN EXPENSE. 

THE STATE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 18 ALSO INTERESTED IN THIS PROBLEM 
AS A PORTION OF THE OLD OREGON TRAIL HAS GONE TO PIECES EACH WINTER ON 
ACCOUNT OF POOR DRAINAGE. IT 1S POSSIBLE THAT THEY MAY COOPERATE IN 
PUTTING IN AN EXPERIMENTAL WELLe FROM THEIR POINT OF VIEW THE QUESTION 
OF THE NECESSITY FOR PUMPING DURING THE WINTER TO PROTECT THE HIGHWAY 
WHEN IRRIGATION WATER 1S NOT NEEDED 1S OF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE®> 

MUCH INTEREST IN THE USE OF WELLS HAS BEEN AROUSED BY TRIPS TO 
THE Boise VALLEY IN IDAHO, WHERE Mr. We Ge SLOAN, FORMERLY OF THIS DIVISION, 
HAS CHARGE OF CONSIDERABLE WORK OF THIS NATURE." 


We. A. HUTCHINS vIS!TeD THE States oF NeEvADA, UTAH, MONTANA, AND 
WASHINGTON, IN ORDER TO START THE FIELD WORK ON REVISION oF BULLETIN I17T7, 
"IRRIGATION District OPERATION AND FINANCE." He met Mr. EwING at OLYMPIA 
AND VISITED THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICES IN 
COMPANY WITH HIM, MR. EWING HAVING SPENT SOME TIME IN OREGON ON THE SAME 
PROJECT. 


Guy ERvIN LEFT WasHtNa@Tton Jucy 15, To assist Mr. HUTCHINS IN CON> 
NECTION WITH COLLECTING DATA IN THE FIELD, TO BE USED AS A BASIS FOR THE 
REVISION OF DEPARTMENT BULLETIN II77 “IRRIGATION DISTRICT OPERATION AND 
Finance." MR. ERVIN ON THIS TRIP WILL INCLUDE THE States oF NEBRASKA, 
MONTANA AND WYOMING. HE WILL RETURN TO WASHINGTON ABOUT SEPTEMBER le 


Work on W!INo Cave pam, Hot SPRINGS, S. 0., FoR THE U.S. Bioroaicar 
SURVEY, 1S PROGRESSING UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A. L. FELLOWS OF THE 
BERKELEY OFFICE)AS RESIDENT ENGINEER. THE DAM SHOULD BE COMPLETED IN JULY 
OR EARLY IN AUGUST. 


ADVERTISEMENT FOR B10S ON BearR River MicrRatory Biro REFUGE, UTAH, 
FoR THE Ue. Se BiotocicaL SURVEY, WAS STARTED DURING JUNE. BIDS WILL BE 
OPENED JULY 26. TH1S WORK WILL BE UNDER THE SUPERVISION oF L.M. WiNSOoR 
OF THE BERKELEY OFFICE, STATIONED AT LOGAN, UTAH. 
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Mr. McCrory spent June 20 tN TOLEDO REVIEWING THE PROGRESS OF 
THE WORK ON CORN BORER CONTROL MACHINERY, IN THIS CONNECTION HE !N7 
SPECTED THE ONE~ACRE EMERGENCE CAGES BEING CONSTRUCTED UNDER THE SUPER™ 
VIGION OF Ie A. He MILLER. 

THAYER CLEAVER RETURNED JULY 8 FROM URBANA, ILLINOIS, WHERE HE 
HAS BEEN WORKING ON THE COOPERATIVE CORN BORER PROJECT WITH THE FARM 
MECHANICS DEPARTMENT OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS. IN ANTICIPATION 
OF THE ARRIVAL OF THE BORER, STUDIES OF PLOWS ANDO OTHER MACHINES FOR 
COMBATING THE BORER UNDER ILLINOIS CONDITIONS HAVE BEEN CONDUCTED THE 
PAST TWO YEARS. 

FRANK IRONS HAS SENT THE COMPLETED MANUSCRIPT FOR A LEAFLET ON 
STALK SHAVERS FOR CORN BORER CONTROL, TO WASHINGTON. |F PRESENT PLANS 
MATERIALIZE, STALK SHAVERS AND BINDERS WITH STATIONARY LOW-CUTTING 
ATTACHMENTS WILL BE SHOWN AT SEVERAL OF THE CouNnTY FAIRS IN OHIO AND 
MICHIGAN WHERE THE BORER INFESTATION 1S HEAVIEST. 


ProrFessor Henry Giese, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING, 
QH10 STATE CoLLEGE, WAS APPOINTED JUNE 20, as SENIOR AGRICULTURAL 
ENGINEER, TO DIRECT THE NEW PROJECT RELATING TO FARM STRUCTURES RESEARCH, 

THIS PROJECT WAS APPROVED BY THE SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE AT 
THE URGENT REQUEST OF THE AMERICAN SociETY OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS» 
[TS PURPOSE !S TO PLACE ON A HIGHER PLANE, RESEARCH IN THE FIELD OF 
FARM STRUCTURES, THE PROCEDURE FOLLOWED WILL BE SOMEWHAT SIMILAR TO 
THAT EMPLOYED IN CONNECTION WITH THE FARM MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT PROJECT 
WHICH WAS DIRECTED BY Proressors J» B. Davioson ano H. Bs WaLKER, UNDER 
TEMPORARY APPOINTMENTS OF TH1S Divis!iON, AFTER PRoressorR GIESE HAS 
COMPLETED A SURVEY OF RESEARCH NOW IN PROGRESS, ATTENTION WILL BE GIVEN 
TO COMPILING A LIST OF ADDITIONAL RESEARCH UR@ENTLY NEEDED, AND FINALLY 
AN EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO PUT THE PROGRAM INTO EFFECT AMONG THE VARIOUS 
AGENCIES AVAILABLE FOR RESEARCH. 

THIS PROJECT FILLS THE GAP THAT HAS LONG BEEN RECOGNIZED TO 
EXIST IN THE REALM OF AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERING RESEARCH. FARM PRACTICE 
IN STRUCTURES HAS HERETOFORE LARGELY FOLLOWED PRECEDENT. IT 18 HOPED 
THAT ULTIMATELY THE PROJECT WILL RESULT IN MORE ADEQUATE AND ECONOM!CAL 
STRUCTURES ON THE FARM. 
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